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Know thy insurance
Shop around for best deals, experts advise

Vehicle insurance can be
one of the most expensive
portions of your yearly
budget, and one of the
most frustrating to under-
stand. Since it�s mandato-
ry to have insurance in or-
der to drive a vehicle any-
where in Canada, there
are a few things we can do
to change our situation,
both for new car buyers
and existing owners.
While it may only end up
being a savings of $50, in
these touchy economic
times, that $50 can go a
long way.

Andrew Wicken, general
manager of InsuranceHot-
line.com, says that shop-
ping around is the easiest
way to try and save money.
The services provided at In-
suranceHotline.com in-
clude the option to com-

pare up to 30 different
quotes from various insur-
ance companies across
Canada.

“While the coverage it-
self remains the same, the
difference comes from
how those companies in-
ternally deal with risk and
other factors,” Wicken
said. Companies could
have hugely varying rates
depending on which cus-
tomer type they’re trying
to attract and what other
promotions they might
have running.

Wicken said that the ben-
efit of a program like Insur-
anceHotline.com is that it’s
not owned by anyone affili-
ated with an insurance
company, and the program
is free for customers to use.

“We make our money on
the back end, by giving
good, qualified leads to in-
surance companies who
pay to have us pass their
quotes along.”

Kanetix.ca, which origi-
nated in Canada but re-
cently moved into Britain
and United States, also of-
fers a similar service.

David Hackett, of
Markham, Ont.-based Buck-
ley Insurance believes that
when it comes to factors di-
rectly influencing the quote,
things like location and ve-
hicle type perhaps are the

most obvious ones, al-
though being a better driver
certainly helps as well. 

“Keep a clean driving
record,” he said. “Seeing
the number of tickets and
charges on your licence is
extremely easy for an insur-
ance company to do nowa-
days, and that usually leads
to higher rates.”

Hackett also said that
there are certain companies
who will give discounts for
things like hybrids or other
‘green’ vehicles, in keeping
with today’s environmental
concerns.

Finally, both Wicken and
Hackett offered other mon-
ey-saving tips such as
agreeing to a higher de-
ductible than the ‘stan-
dard’ $500 (provided you
can afford it should you
need to use it), getting an
aftermarket theft-deter-
rent system, and combin-
ing both vehicle and house

or apartment insurance
policies with one company. 

Even taking a recognized
driver training program
like Young Drivers will
help lower rates, although
Hackett said that the latter
only really benefits new
drivers from their first to
third years behind the
wheel. 
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Can you a�ord the insurance?
• Before you sign the sales
contract for your new vehicle,
make sure you�ll be able to af-
ford the insurance! 
• Typically, try to decide on
three or four different vehi-
cles you�re shopping for first,
and use the free services

from companies like Insur-
anceHotline.com or
Kanetix.ca to find the least
expensive policies and rates.
That way, you�ll have a better
idea of how much your new
vehicle will cost you on a
monthly basis. 

It�s all green and lean in Geneva

Companies could have hugely varying car insurance rates
depending on which customer type they’re trying to attract and
what other promotions they might have running.

Volvo announces 
revamped S80
�
�
� Volvo recently an-
nounced that it has made
some styling and engineer-
ing changes for the 2010
S80, refreshing the exteri-
or and interior of the vehi-
cle. It has also added two
new chassis options.

The refreshed S80 made
its debut shown at the
Geneva Motor Show yester-
day. 

“From the outside, the re-
freshed S80 looks both larg-
er and more elegant,” ex-
plains Volvo Cars design di-
rector Steve Mattin. “But
we’ve also given it a tougher
face. In Germany, they talk
about the ‘böser blick’, that
is to say the front of the car
should look rather menac-
ing when it fills the rear-
view mirror of the car in
front. However, the re-

freshed S80 should not just
be seen, it has to be experi-
enced. The atmosphere in-
side is both more comfort-
able and luxurious, with an
increased aura of craftsman-
ship. We’ve also made the
interior more driver-orient-
ed, not least with a new
steering wheel and upgrad-
ed instruments. Our chassis
and engine experts have
made sure the driving expe-
rience is as exclusively at-
tractive as the interior is.” 
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Volvo S80

Obviously the latest
trends at the annual
Geneva auto show, which
held its press day yester-
day, all involve saving the
industry, by cutting both
costs and emissions.

Eco-friendly cars are
parked throughout the
show, with electric and hy-
brid cars including the pro-
duction Chevrolet Spark,
the long-range five-door
Opel Ampera EV based on
the U.S. hybrid Chevrolet
Volt, and concepts includ-
ing the cute Toyota IQ EV,
and the fun Mitusbishi I EV
Sport Air with its back-to-
front looks. 

There’s also a focus on
small, low-emission cars in-

cluding the European ver-
sion of the Indian Tata
Nano, the tiny city car set
to suit the credit-crunched
pocket — adorable even if
it’s like sitting inside a
shopping trolley. 

Despite economy, Gene-
va is awash with powerful,
expensive, ultra sports
cars, including the 670 bhp
Lamborghini Murcielago
LP670-4 Superveloce, Aston
Martin One-77, Bentley Su-
per Continental, Maserati
Gran Turismo and Ferrari
599XX. 

The two genres might
not be as incompatible as
one thinks, however — as
one of my car pals points
out, the greenest car com-
pany is probably Bugatti,
as owners rarely use them
as they’re basically just
very expensive toys, and

that cars like that are lov-
ingly maintained and
garaged and therefore stay
on the road for years
longer than your average
Ford Fiesta. 

Other manufacturers
failed to capitalize on their
past successes. Citroen’s
much-hyped rebooting of

its iconic DS brand didn’t
make much of an impact.
Meanwhile, Mercedes Benz
showcased its new E-Class
cars alongside its beautiful
models from the 1950s and
’60s, thereby showing up
their lack of design innova-
tion and flair in the last few
years. 
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The Maserati Gran Turismo is among the many macho, expensive, ultra sports cars on display at the Geneva auto show.

The Toyota concept car IQ EV.


